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BOULDER ­ For Colorado's football coaches, there was little ‐ 
make that no ‐ downtime between the end of spring practice 
and the beginning of the off‐field grind that will take them 
toward August camp. 

CU concluded spring drills on Saturday night with the annual Spring Game at Folsom Field. On Sunday, all but 
two members of coach Jon Embree's staff ‐ coordinators Eric Bieniemy (offense) and Greg Brown (defense) ‐ hit 
the road recruiting. 

Embree told several media members on Monday afternoon in a post‐spring wrap‐up that Bieniemy and Brown 
were "getting some things finished up from offensive and defensive standpoints." The entire staff will be back on 
campus next week, then return to the road for the month of May. 

NCAA rules prohibit Embree leaving campus to recruit until Dec. 1 ‐ "But I can make telephone calls over the 
next five to six weeks," he added. 

CU had its Junior Day in conjunction with the Spring Game, and Embree called the event a success. There were 
upwards of 65 attendees, many from out of state and some with their parents, and Embree said he "expects to 
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hear from some kids soon ‐ a couple in particular. Seven kids that came . . . it was good they got here; they made 
a great effort to get here. We'll see on that." 

He said his preliminary count on available scholarships for 2013 is "16 to 20." 

BUFF BITS: CU's summer camps for high school players will be held July 20‐22, with Embree believing those 
dates "allowing more kids in general to participate . . . hopefully that will be conducive for everybody." Camps for 
younger players (8‐13) will be conducted on consecutive weekends at CU (June 1‐3) and Cherry Creek High 
School (June 8‐10) . . . . If there's any attrition on his team this summer, it should be minimal and nothing rivaling 
last season. "We're in the process of evaluating," Embree said, "but for the most part kids are handling their 
business and doing what they're supposed to do; they're giving us maximum effort on and off the field. But you 
know how those things go." . . . . Embree reiterated this fall's captains could be selected on a game‐by‐game basis. 
He said he "feels good about the direction of the leadership on this team," mentioning linebackers Doug Rippy 
and Jon Major, defensive tackle Will Pericak, quarterbacks Nick Hirschman and Connor Wood, offensive tackle 
David Bakhtiari, center Gus Handler, safety Ray Polk and defensive end Chidera Uzo‐Diribe as players he expects 
to head up the Buffs' summer conditioning work . . . . Embree also said he expects receiver Paul Richardson, who 
underwent knee surgery Monday afternoon, to continue to function in a leadership role even though Richardson 
will miss the 2012 season . . . . Embree is not expecting incoming freshman quarterback Shane Dillon to redshirt. 
Positions where first‐year players will receive early and heavy scrutiny include defensive line, defensive back, 
running back, receiver and tight end. Throw in return specialists, too . . . . If there are to be any fourth or fifth‐
year transfers, that word won't come until later this summer, Embree noted . . . . CU's uniforms won't change for 
2012, but Embree said there already have been discussions with Nike for 2013. "Nothing radical," he added . . . . 
Embree on fans: "You can't manage fans' expectations . . . there's a lot of enthusiasm out there; it's going to be 
whatever it is." 
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Spring practices ended over the weekend but Colorado coach Jon Embree was still coaching hard 
on Monday night in his living room. 

Embree hosted members of the freshman class for a dinner at his home. He said he planned to use 
the opportunity to make sure his youngest players understand how important they are to the future 
of the program and how they can help the team get better this summer. 

"I want to impress upon them that if they're going to be here this summer, just kind of the urgency 
and the sense of purpose they need to work with," Embree said. 

The players who met with Embree Monday soon won't be the youngest and least experienced in the 
program. Embree and his coaches will welcome nearly 30 freshmen into the fold this summer and 
the Buffs will be one of the youngest teams in the nation next fall with only eight seniors on the 
roster. 

Embree said he is trying to establish a culture of mentoring in the program. He encourages his 
players to help freshmen assimilate quickly so there isn't as big a learning curve when practices 
resume in the fall. 

"I think as we continue to grow as a program, it becomes second nature," Embree said. "We have a 
lot of freshmen who last summer know how things went for them. So if it was bad for them, then 
they know what not to do and how it felt. So they can make sure that the next guy doesn't feel that 
way." 

Embree said he hasn't been around many teams as young as the Buffs will be in 2012 with only 31 
players in the junior and senior classes. He said the 1998 Aloha Bowl team is probably the best 
example he has to draw upon. That season 40 percent of the starts were made by freshmen and 
sophomores. 

Players in that freshman class became the leaders of the 2001 Big 12 Conference championship 
team. Embree said coaches must have more patience in a season when the roster is dominated by 
youngsters. 

"If you have enough leadership and things fall the right way, it can be, obviously, a huge benefit to 
play some guys when they're young," Embree said. " ... You probably have to put your arm around 
them a little more than what you've been used to." 

CU is moving back its camps of high school age players from June to July in order to allow more 
participation from players and teams on the West Coast. High Schools in California generally don't 
complete the school year until the second or third week of June, which has limited the number of 
California prospects who could come to camp in Boulder in the past. 

Jon Embree prepared for youth movement with CU Buffs 
By Kyle Ringo Buffzone.com Boulder Daily Camera 
Posted: Buffzone.com
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Embree said he believes the change will allow more in-state players and high school coaches to 
participate as well. 

Embree will conduct a pair of three-day camps for kids June 1-3 in Boulder and June 8-10 at Cherry 
Creek High School in Englewood. The camps are open to kids ages 8-13, but Embree noted, "But 
there has been a few kids known to get in there before the age of 8." 

Embree parted ways with a handful of players following his first spring in 2011. He said he does 
not expect to have to cut anyone from the roster this year but he emphasized that he is still in the 
process of evaluating players and it's important for everyone on the team to finish the spring 
semester doing well in the classroom. 

"It would be a minimum amount I would imagine," Embree said. "For the most part kids are 
handling their business and doing what they are supposed to do." 

Embree said wide receiver Paul Richardson is the only player he expects to be out of action when 
fall camp opens on Aug. 7. Embree met with Richardson on Monday morning to educate him about 
some of what he could expect to experience in the coming weeks as he recovers from surgery to 
repair his torn anterior cruciate ligament. 

Richardson underwent surgery on Monday afternoon and is expected to miss the entire 2012 season. 

Defensive back Will Harlos has been granted a medical redshirt season by the NCAA meaning he 
will be a redshirt freshman in the fall instead of a sophomore. Harlos played early last season, but 
missed much of his true freshman year with hamstring and concussion injuries. ... Embree said there 
won't be any uniform changes for the 2012 season but some subtle changes could be in store for 
2013. Embree said the Buffs have a good color scheme and he is generally in favor of sticking with 
the classic Colorado look. ... Embree said he still is leaning toward naming captains on a week-by-
week basis in the fall but that will be determined in August. ... As he said in February, Embree 
expects to have 16-20 scholarships to award in the 2013 recruiting class. ... Seven of the nine 
assistant coaches hit the road to begin recruiting in the six-week spring evaluation period on 
Monday. Embree said his coordinators, Eric Bieniemy and Greg Brown, are still in town wrapping 
up loose ends from spring ball. Only seven assistant coaches can be on the road at any time. 
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